154                    The Moral Norms                   [560-1

3. SOCIAL NORMS.

The objects of social norms are the fellow-beings environ-
ing the subject, together with the ends for which they strive,
singly or in common. The whole, to which conduct directed
upon the furtherance of these ends is related, is society with
its various divisions, such as the family, the community, the
State, professional and other associations.

The subjective virtue or disposition which forms the basis
of all objective social virtues and moral activities is love for
one's neighbour. And the corresponding norm is:

' Respect thy neighbour as thyself/

The opposite of love for one's neighbour is self-love, which
subordinates the welfare of others to that of self.

The objective virtue here has a far wider sphere than that
of its subjective complement, since its reference is not merely
to the individual, but to the totality of all those belonging to
the same social community. It is the virtue of public spirit;
the undertaking and faithful performance of such duties as
are imposed on the individual by the family, the State and
other social relationships. Hence the norm of public spirit
is as follows :                                     c

* Serve the community to which thou belongest.'

The opposite of public spirit is self-interest, which subor-
dinates the interest of the whole to that of the individual,
thereby regarding the community not as an end in itself, but
as a means to individual ends. Evidently the difference in
comprehensiveness that exists between public spirit and love
of one's neighbour does not hold between self-love and self-
interest Here, both subjectively and objectively, the self is
the central point of all sentiments and endeavours. Love
of one's neighbour, on the other hand, as objectively
exercised, is of moral worth only when it is not merely
individual, but takes for its object our fellow-man as such.